
house of representatives.
Thursday, February 10, 1848,

PEACE MEMORIAL FROM THE QUAKERS.
'Mi KINO, of Massachusetts, by leave, presented the me-

uioiial of tbe'representatives of ihe yearly meeting of ihe so¬

ciety of Friends for New England, praying for the speedy
termination of ihe war with Mexico, and moved its reference

to the Committee 011 Foreign A Hairs, and that it be printed.
The motion was divided, and the memorial was referied to

the Cominitiee on Foreign Affairs.
The quest i-in recurring on the motion to print.

"Mr. .KING addressed the llou& as follows: I had sup¬

posed that a memorial so important, coming from a people so

respectable, would be printed without a question. This me¬

morial comes from nine thousand persons residing in six sove¬

reign Ktales of this Union ; persons who, for sobriety, gene¬
ral intelligence, and private worth, compare favorably with any
other class of citizens ; men warmly attached to the country
and its free institutions. They are men who emphatically
mind their own business, who maintain their own poor, pay
taxes for general purposes, and educate their own children ;

they are not found a burden on the community, in almshouses,
jail*, or penitentiaries ; they render to Ctesar the things that
arc Cssar's, and ask |x acetully to enjoy the rights of con¬

science and to obey its dictates.
The Friends of New England who present this memorial,

like the other followers of I'enn throughout the Union, have
no party or political organization ;. they never vex Congress
with petitions about bank* or tariffs, or land distribution, or

subtreasuries; it is only on great moral and religious ques¬
tions that they come here ; it is only when conscicncc prompts
that their voice is heard in this hall, and that solemn voice
must not now be suppressed.
The expense of printing this memorial will not exceed

three or four dollars; we every day piint papers of very little

importance, and some of even doubtful character. Within
the last five minutes you have ordered the printing of a bill
which provides for paying for horses lost or killed in the mili¬
tary service of the United States. This was deemed worth

printing ; but a memorial so decent, so respectful, from the
Society of Friends, who consider themselves bound to do to

others as they would that others should do to them ; the me¬

morial of the Friends of all New England, who feel a neces¬

sity laid on them to bear their testimony faithfully against all
wars and lightings ; a testimony which their predecessor in

religious profession have uniformly borne through good report
and evil report, and in former times through much cruel sul-

fering, both bodily and mental, must not be printed on ac¬

count of establishing a bad precedent. On the table before

you lies a petition, printed in the Senate, of the officers ol the
United <Stales army in Mexico, praying for the passage of a

law msking provision for old and disabled officers. It may be

Tight, then, to provide lor disabled olficers ; but it is not right
to agitate the question of bringing to a sjieedy close the war

which makes such provision necessary. The progress of the
war must not be questioned, though forty battles have achieved
enough for glory ; though the blood of more than twenty-
seven thousand slain and wounded Americans, citizens of the
sister republics, has drenched the Mexican soil; though scores

of thousands of widows, and orphans, and friends are mourn¬

ing for their loved and lost friends. It may be right trfvote men
and money for the further prosecution of this war of invasion,
but the refusal to print this memuriai must be considered us the

expression of a determination not to give the question of a

speedy termination of the war a respectful and decent consid¬
eration.

Mr. K. said he hoped he should not be obliged to ask for
the yeas and nays, but that the House would permit this me¬

morial, from a cii^s of the people so numerous and worthy,
ami on a subject which involves the character, the prosperity,
and the lasting honor and true glory of the nation, to be

printed. He hoped that, however much members might lie
suspected of a want of conscientiousness there, they would not
manifest a wanton recklessness and disrespect for a class of.
men who abhor all war and fighting ; who cherish the belief
that the peacemakers are the children of God, and whose lives
and conduct exemplify and prove the truth of their professions.

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, was opposed to the printing of this
document, without reference to its contents or to the character
and respectability of the memorialists. The gentleman from
Massachusetts was aware that opposition had ever been made
to the printing of any memorial ol individual citizens, however
respectable. The utmost extent to which the Housi* had gone,
w ith some few exceptions, was to print the memorials and reso¬

lutions of our State Legislatures. It was unjust, invidious, to
draw distinctions between citizens o! different {tortious of the
country. If th.-y printed the memorial of the Friends, they
ought to print the memorials of any other citizens of this coun¬
try who respectfully petitioued this House for action oil any
subject

"

,
.

The gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. Kiko) said that
these memorialists were good citizens ; that they 'maintained
their own j»oor, educated their own children, paid their own

taxes, and obeyed the laws. Every word of this, however
true m regard to them, (and he had no doubt of it,) was equal¬
ly true in regard the citizens he had the honor to represent;
and yet the citizens of the State of Georgia had on more than
one occasion pa«<cd resolutions at their primary meetings, and
had signed i>etiujos, which when presented to this House were

ret used to be printed. And not only so, but the fact wa»

equally true in regard to the constituents of every gentleman
on this floor. Yet they did not expend the public money m
printing these memor als, so unnecessary and imralled for
once open the door, and it would be nec< ssary to print all the
petitions which were presented, (to which he, Mr. C., pre¬
sumed not a single gentleman on I hi* fk»or would consent,; or

discriminations, invidious discriminations, must be made 1«-
tween the citizens of the country.
He knew not the character of the memorial; be had not ex-

amin< d it. He did not object to its printing on account of its
coming from the Society of Friends ; his objection rose on the
principle be had bid down. He trusted the House would not

depart from a custom founded in justice and propriety.that
was, to refuse to print memorials whenever presented, unless
they came from the Htate Legislatures, or unless there was

some peculiar cause for their printing. To this rule he knew
there had been «ome exceptions, but he trusted they would not
be repeated. He moved to lay the motion to print on the table.

Mr. KING, of Massachusetts, asked the yeas and nays on
the motion. *

Mr. HENLEY raid "he did not like to be obliged to vote
upon a question of this sort until
The SPEAKER reminded the gentleman from Indiana that

the motion to lay on the table wa« not debatable.
Mr. HENI.EV «[>j>e»led to the gentleman from Georgia

(Mr. Cos a) to withdraw, to give Lim the opportunity to make
eome remark*.

Mr. COBB, in compliance with the request, withdrew the
notion-

Mr. HENLEY, renaming the fl<ior, addrexfd the Houre.
Mr. Speaker, (rani be,) thi* i* not (he first time nine®
thic war began that memorial* of thia character have
been presented to thia House, containing the tame viewa.
And what do these memorialist* auk for ' They pray Con¬
gress to feel the responsibility of the Mt'.ation it occupies be¬
fore the country, and to take measures to bring about a |<eace.
When they come and a*k aa to feel our resp >m<il>i|ity lieforn
the country and bring about a peace, they charge ui w i*h not
feelmii our rr»(?onaibility and with having no de»ire for peace.
And in charging it they charge a falseht ol on thu Congr s«.

or on that particular party against which they mean to make
it. It is f >r thth reaaon that I desire to make a few remark*.
I admit they are resectable people.I admit they are good
citizen*. I am (.r ,,«l 11 acknowledge that there are many of
them in my wn Mate and in my own district. There are
rome of that da<sof people arnong«t my own relatives. Many
of my conm \>n* are of that denomination of people. I know
them, and they kr, w they have l>een opposed to thia country
in every coatest. In the holy war of the Revolution they
were against tin ir country l>ecnuse of their peculiar notion* on
the *ubj« ct o( mr. They may have lieen honest 5 but the
fault of this people i» that they permit their peculiar notions to
overcome their patrioti rn and love of country. That ia the
fa<ilt they have commuted. They may charge the fanit on
others, but I aav we may ch*rge it on them. They know that
they were oppeWil to this c -unity in the la*t war with (treat
Britain. That every .,rie will acknowledge. Thia peopte
then praye<l tor |* ace, ai..| on what condition* ' Not because
peace would secure the hoi r and glory of the national char¬
acter, but they iW*i re I . peace at all Ward*. And that i«
what the* tnemoruili f* now n»!,. They do not ai-k \ou to
take care to maintain the honor arid integrity of the country,
or itagood name and ir.r ,. t, t th«y ask you to make
peace.an ¦Heunditioosl |.ev«- , .,. kifHrl ,. and "for that rea-
non I will not consent to print their nn norial. I have resjiect
for them a* riticn', hut 11 >' for to«*ir ~u|jsr notions. I am
personally acquainted with nitty of tU in, and I sdmit they
are honest, creditable persons I knowledge that, but be-
yond tbat I cannot go.
.1 will repeat that I am Opposed to th< m tion to print, be¬

cause this memorial asks us to malce » | -n ^ a ^n. that
will redound to the honor of the Am- ncari , Une, but an un¬
conditional peace, without reganl to th. , r of the coun¬
try. I might say something more in i»l ition t. t!,i* very rc-

aprctahle |«eopJe. Though they are very h«n< ,. »i,J very c*n-
ecientious people, perhaps it may !». that the sul^-ct of
watf tbey are not so conacientioua as they n.i<ht !k<. I know
well that they profaes to lie opposed to military < iiiefiaina aa
the occupanUof the high office* of this republic, '..ut ility have
voted for military chieftains for high office j arid nmy ih< y n>»t
60 it again * I know tbi« is inconsistent with Ihf'ir
character, but we know that all men ara lial-l< to err , and if
we ecrutinise the (Quaker character, after conceding 10 th«m
purity of character, we shall find that they ure not xem|H
from the frailties of human nature | and therefore, while they
¦re inconsistent, they may claim to be conscientious. When
they deemed it ncceaaary they could vote for . military chief¬
tain of the Federal party, aiid may they not at aome j* riod
be brought to support a war ' Sir, I am opposed to the mo¬

tion to print.
Mr. PALFREY raid that be understood the gentleman

iron Indiana to aay what be, (Mr. P.) as a new member,

could not be expected ta know, that it was not cuatomary to

print memorials, exce pt memorials of States. But legal
gentlemen remembered the maxim an to law, manente ra-

tiuiie, iruuict lex." the law lasts as long a* the reason Iaula."
Thia was, or ought to lie, equally true of the ueagea of the
Houte. Aa long «a petitions were actually reported upon by
the committee* to which they were referred, there Might lie
less reason for printing them, because then they became known
to the House and the country in another way. But, by va¬

rious artilicea, the right of petition had become reduced almost
to a nullity. So far had this process gone that it was now
very difficult no much as to present a petition to the House, so

as to bring the prayer of the petitioners to the knowledge of
the members and the country, and all the trouble which, in
consequence of the strong interest in its object, had been taken
in preparing it was thus absolutely thrown away. Petition
day ouly occurred once a fortnight ; it fell on the only day in
the week on which the rules and orders could be suspended ;

and the recent practice had been to suspend the rules on that
day, >o as to atford opportunity for President-making in one

or another form, or any other business which was thought im¬
portant enough to justify an exclusion of the people from the
right of presenting their memorials to their servants on this
tloor. Mr. P. had had petitions on hand for more than six
weeks, from between three and four thousand ministers and
laymen of the Unitarian denomination, besides others, which
he had not been able yet to get an opportunity to present. It
w;is no answer to him to say that, by another rule of the
House, he could hand his petitions at any time to the Clerk
to go to a committee. Suppose he wanted to rtler a memo¬

rial lo a filed committee; certainly the Chair would not raise
one without a vote of the House. Besides, Mr. P. hud only
spoken a public%secret when he had said that thefe were pe¬
titions on subjects very interesting to their signers and to the
country,, which, a» things now stood, were doomed never to he
heard of more, after they got into the hands of the standing
committees of this House. The only chance fjr thern to come
liefore Ihe House and before the country was by being print¬
ed. And this poor justice, at least, he should give his vote to
render to the highly respectable signers of the memorial now

presented tiy his friend and colleague.
Mr. HENLEY rose to a question of order.
Mr. PALFKEY hoped the gentleman would not interrupt

him. He did not interrupt the gentleman from Indiana.
Mr. HENLEY said he would interrupt the gentleman from

Massachusetts. The pending question was on the motion to

print.
Mr. PALFREY Paul he was strictly in order.
1'hebPEAKER was also understood to decide that the

gentleman from Massachusetts was in order in alluding to
fads as illustrations of an argument.

Mr. PALFREY said he believed ho could satisfy the gen¬
tleman from Indiana himself that he was in order in the re¬

marks which he had made on the question before the House.
He maintained that this memorial, which came from the con¬

ference of Friends, ought to be printed, because in no other
way would it in the ordinary course of things come before the
House. When Buch memorials as that which he held in his
hand, and that presented by his friend.memorials to which
signatures were obtained with so much pains, indicating great
interest in the subject.were presented to the consideration
of the House, if the House would not allow the lules pertain--
ing to matters of that kind to be carried into efl'ect.ifthey were

to lie buried'in the hands of their standing committees, then he
said it was most material and important that the House should
print them, at least that through the medium of the press these
petitions might be brought to the view of the House and ot
the people at large. It was to say this that he had risen, and
the gentleman from Indiana would see that his argument was

pertinent. He should vote for the motion to print.
Mr. HASKELL moved the previous question.
Mr. COBB, of Georgia, moved to lay the motion to print

the memorial on the table ; which motion to lay on the table
was decided in the negative.
The House refusing to lay the motion to print on the

table.
The demand for the previous question was seconded, and

under its operation the memorial was ordered to be printed by
yeas and nays, as follows :

YEAS?.Messrs John Q. Adams, Green Adams, Athmun,
narrow, Bianchard, Holts, Brady, Huckncr, Butler, Canby,
Chapman, Clapp, Cluiginan, Cocke, Collamer, Conger, Crans¬
ton, Cristic-ld, Crouell, Crozier, Dickey, Dixon, Donnell,
Duer, Daniel Duncan, Garnett Duncan, Dunn, Eckert, Ed¬
wards, Robree, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Farrcllv,
Fisher, Gayle, Gentrv, Giddings, Gott, Gregory, Grinneil,
Hale, Nathan K. Mali, Moses Hampton, Haskell, Heury,
El ins B. Holmes, Hubbard, Hudson, Joseph R. Ingerioll,
Irvin, Jenkins, John W. Jones, Daniel P..King, W m. T.
Lawrence, Sidney Lawrence, Lincoln, Mcllvajne, Marsh,
Marvin, Mullin, Nelson, Newell, Outlaw, Palfrey, Pendle¬
ton, Pollock, Putnam, Reynolds, Julius Rockwell, John A.
Rockwell, Roman, Uoot, Rumsey, St. John, Schenek, Shep-
|icrd, Sherrill, Silkier, Slingerland, Caleb B. Smith, Tru-
mai# Smith, Andrew Stewart, Strohm, Tallmadge, Tliibo-
deaux, Taj Ire, Tompkins, Richard VV. Thompson, John B.
Thompson, Win. Th mipson, Thurston, Toombs, Van Djke,
Vinton, Warren, Wentvortb, Wh'te, Wilson.'J8.
NAYS.M essrs. Atkinson, Beale, Bellinger, Bingham,

Birdsall, Black, Uncock, Bowdon, Bowlin,'Boyd, Wm. G.
Brown, Charles Drown, Burt, Cathcart, Chase, Franklin
Clark, Beverls I.. Clark, liowell Colth, Collins, Cummins,
Daniel, Dickinson, Edsatl, Karan, Featherston, Ficklin,
Ft'mrnojr, Fries, French, Fulton, Goggin, (ircen, Willard P.
Hall, Hmtii, Henley, Hill,George S. Houston, Ingr, Iverson,
Andrew, Johnson, Kobert W. Johnson, George W. Jones,
Kautman, Kennon, Lahm, La Sen-, Ltfflr, Ligou, Lord,
Lumpkin, Mailay, McClelland, McChmand, McKay,
McLane, Maun, Miller, Morse, Nicoll, Peck, l'ctrie,
Pejton, Phelps, Pilsbury, Preston, Richardson, Richer,
Sawyer, SimpMNi, Sims, Smart, Robert Smith, St niton, Stark-
weather, Stephens, Charles E. Stuart, Thomas, Jai. Thomp¬
son, Turner, Venable, Williams, Wiley, Woodward.83.
So the memorial was ordered to lie printed.

THE LOAN BILL AND THE WAR.
The House resolved itself into Committee of the Whole on

the state of the Union, (Mr. Butts in the chair,) and pro¬
ceeded to the consideration of the bill authorizing a loan not
exceeding £18,500,000.

Mr. MARSH, who was entitled to the floor from yester¬
day, addressed the committee during his allotted hour in a

speech of his usual elaborately finished style and rapid delive¬
ry. The Reporter can ohiy present such a brief and imper¬
fect outline of its general' features as he was able to catch.

Mr. M. said that he proposed to avail himself of this occa¬
sion to do what he had never before attempted to do in this
place, viz. expreaa his own opinnm and that which he believ¬
ed to be the opinion of a large majority of his constituents,
and, a* be hoped, of the whole American people, on the
causes, motives, object*, and dependencies of the existing war
with Mexico, and wbfch would induce him to vote against the
further pr. - cution of hostilities, which, though avowedly
rommenceil for defence, were obviously to l« carried on for
the purpose* of cooqtMsL The adv ocates of the war *aid that
it wan now too late to stop, and the only question to be set¬
tled was, what means ought to be adopted to bring the war to
a* speedy a termination as possible, and obtain such a peace
as should be honorable to us and just to our adversaries. It
would be, did a state of war absolve u* from all moral respon¬
sibilities to thoee of the human family who happened to be
our enemies . Mr. M, wa« one who never bad been able to
?ce the dintindioti between public and private morality, and
who held that there was a broad distinction between a war for
'lie d« fence and maintenance of existing rights and a war for
the .ucressful establishment of new claim*.

Iri judging of the propriety of prosecuting any war, it was

maUrnlto inquire into the Jriigii and purpose* for which the
war had been commenced; otli«r«i-e, we could never know
whctlii r the war had accomplished its end or nut. In regard
to tin* war, it wa* unimportant to di*tingui-h l-etween its pri¬
mary cause and it* immediate occasion. It was now, he be¬
lieved, pretty generally if not universally admitted that the
primary rauee of our war with Mexico was the annexation of
Texas the proximate cause was certainly the advance of the
' iiiu-d State* army to the lianks of the Kio (irande; but it
did But theref >re follow that the war wa* a necessary conse¬
quent .. This Cabinet might be responsible for the actual
existet ce id the war, though its predecessor might have pro¬
duced i«»t i t of things out qf which it hs<l grown. II the
Administrate !i bail lieen guilty of precipitating this dire calam¬
ity upon the uuntry, or if they should now refuse the tern*
ol |»eace wlncii w. re generally understood to have been offer¬
ed by Mexico, ihey were responsible l>efore God and n.an
for all their ect« or neglects in relation to tb^wbole subject.

After the fatal wound we bad inflicted on the national bttior
and iodepe'idi <.¦ ,t Mexico, by the absorption ofa revolted pro-
vince, which », e ?till claimed as an integral part of her em-
pire, Mr. M. would not nay that it had ever been possible to
-v »jd a war; .t ut, r>« had been well shown by hi* friend from
''onnecti' ut, understood to refer to Mr. Dixox,) the Adrni-
r<i tration u< r had l/tma fidr. endeavored to avoid it by aoctb-
ing the WWWi'trd t<-< lings of Mexico, or doing any thing to
conciliate until ii is were tried they had no right to presume,
beforehand, that ?!>«¦ would refuse all conciliation. Hhe iiad
at any rate committed no hostile acU| the earns belli bad iot
occurred when t!ie preseat war was provoked and commen ed
by u«. He would not say that the Administration had wan¬
tonly plurg-d the com'ry into this contest, with a full kn< w-

ledge beforehand of its c haracter and results ; but thi* much
h<- would say, he had no doubt the President had oru r-

ed the advance of our tr<ops under the hope that he mi- lit
thereby goad Mi tico into some hostile act, that would serve as
a plausible rea t, f.,r « large increase of the army and naty,
and a proportion ite augmentation of Kxecutixe piintnp;and that Ii calculated at the cost of a small wartoextirt
from Mexico f,«i uirest provinces, thereby placing Presi¬
dent Polk by the side of President Tyler, on the bad «minei.ee
of those wh<« Undertook to liecome the " enlargers of the are*
of freedom."

IJut, liesiiten all ibis, the Executive resolved on taking stf |>»
to gel the Califaftiias. The surrender of Oregon had been
predetermined, and jt became necessary to propitiate the irri-
tateil feelings of the West, indignant as that high-spiri'ed
people would certainly be st the loss of what tbey all ha l been
taught ws* their " unquestionable " right. A war with Mex-
Ko presented i!*»|f an the readiest and most likely method to
effect thi* object, hy opening to Western enterprise new re¬

gions in the South, in place of those which it wa* deemed the

part of discretion to surrender to the demand of Great Britain.
Mr. M. said he could not regard thi* war but as a national

offence. It was again* the *pirit of the time*. It was a re¬

trograde step in the onwaid progress of civilization and Du-

inanity. It was a misuse, a total perveraion of our no 1 re¬

source*, a misdirection of our anna The cultivation ot the
arts of iieace, of reproduction, of multiplication, of creation,
were now recognised on all hands as beat euited to the genius
and enterprising a pirit of our people. To cultivate war in

preference, was an inversion of statesmanship unworthy of
The nineteenth century, and against the precept* of l/bristi-
anitv. It called a great civilized and Christian naiion to turn
the ploughshare into the sword. The policy of tins people
was to increase by natural growth and by accretion no to

spread by acquisition and conquest, i he very public
necessarily attended the operations of a republican govern¬
ment was utterly opposed to the policy of an acquisitive wa ,

which must have been planned in darknea*. But it was not

a thing to be wondered at that an Administration which was

in direct hostility to the encouragement of the useful arts and
the protection of domestic industiy should seek to divert pu >-

lie attention from its selfish and ambitious policy by no 1 '"8
up the tinsel of military glory, and waving before the gaze 0

ihe people the false and meretricious splendor of foreign con-

quest, and thu« finding out a new and guilty employment tor
hands whiah its own course had taken from the industrial oc¬

cupations and pursuit* of private life. An effort had been made
to hide the turpitude ol this war of aggression by exaggerating
the wrongs we had experienced from the Mexicans and the

glory to lie acquired by victory over them. The »outh
were told th*t the success of the contest would provide ainp e

space for the spread and the confirmed establishment ol slavery,
and effectually dissipate the delusive hope with winch
Mr. Walker's letter had cheated the Democracy ol the

North; while at the same time the North was encouraged by
the hope that the Wilmot proviso would be grafted on some
ol the war bills, and would thereby piactically prevent the
further extension of slavery. Those who had clothed two

nations in scarlet, and dipped their hands in the blood o! eacn

other, hoped to blind the eyes of the people of this country
by dazzling them with the prospect of admitting the Last In-
Jia trade into the ports of California.

Mr. M. said he was not the apologist of Mexico : lie enter¬
tained no admiration for her character, nor was he disposed to

deny that she had done us great wrong ; and none could hope
less than he did from a country under the double burden ot
the despotism of soldiery and the despotism of priests. e

Mexicans were, technically, the enemies of his country, and
be wished lor them no trophies erected at our expense ; but,
on the other hand, he had no sympathy with men who would
visit the bins of aspiring and cruel leaders on the poor i e-

graded beings who were but the passive instruments ot their

tyranny and hell-born ambition ; who scorned the civic victo¬
ries of peace, and had chaplets to bestow only on the bold
aud reckless soldier. Mr. M. had no wish to see Mexican
women converted into widown, and their citiesgiven o it

flame. He had rather his country would sit down in hon¬
est shame than enjoy the guilty glory of haling, >y aw'ess

violence, spread her dominion over this entire con men . i

murder made a villain, athousand made a her ; but the etatea-
man who sat coolly down in the seclusion ol his < ose , an

planned a war of party ambition, and the lint-beaded ruler
whose orders bathed a land in blood, werebu wholesale man-

clayers, whom no amount of carnage and ccatrucUMi could
ever convert into heroes. Bonaparte, the greitcs cap in

the world had seen, turned palo, and wept, Hid trembled on

discovering that by an order rashly given tograti y a woman

with the sight of a battle-field, he had shortened, though but
for a few days, the lives of many of his faithful soldiers; but
what compunctious visitings, what gracious drops o generous
repentance, had this Administration ever exlu >i a

sweeping slaughter in the streets of Monterey, the crushing of
women and children in the bombardment of Vera <ruz, at the

pcstilence of the camp, sweeping thousands into an mg|orl"
ous grave, or even at the tears and mourning that were to ot

witnessed in the highways of this metropolis '

But, while discussing the question of morals involved in

the prosecution of this war, it would be well to inquire into

the origin, the caum camarum, which was to be found in the
annexation of Texas. -

, ,

Perhaps the bare act of annexation itself, ap«ft froin the
motives which led to it, and the means by which itwa. effect¬
ed. might not warrant a declaration ol war on the part of
Mexico. To determine this point, it was requisite that we

should know more than would, in an irobalilitv. be evcr

known by the present generation touching the relations of
Mexico to her revolted province. It mi;ht le urged
Texas was at the time actually independent; aid « was pos¬
sible, though the fact had never yet been prove.;, that her re¬

volt from under the Mexican authority was justified by he
misrule and oppression ; but our ground of jiJgmcnt inu

have respect to the motives and the means w.nch produce
her annexation to tin. Union. The motive, the ^owed mo-

tivc, was lb prevent the abolition of slavery in Texas, and to

get more space for extending and strengthening that institu¬
tion. The annexation was held to be necessary to jhe secu-

rity of the slaveholder: it was indispensable m order to the
securing of hi* rights as guarantied by the comtuution ; and
the inf. rence drawn from these premise* was, that therefore
the General (Jovernment was Iwund to aid in the project. It
wa* true that a timid suggestion had been add. .. as to the
probable lo*. of a g>eat market for Northern manufacture*;
and a humbug was gotten up about 1 exas being necessary to
the Union as a mean* of strengthening the detence of an ex-

p<>«e<l frontiei ; and, as a iuak>'-weight, there had been lirown
in an apprehension of the power of British inlloence which
would I* exerted there should annexation not Ik- eflect.J i but
he passed all these consideration*, because, though the* might
possibly be successful in gulling *uch persons as hal l«en

| simple enough to give credence to the Kane letter, a -uring
them ibat Mr. Polk was a great friend to protecting nestic
industry, yet it was perfectly notorious that they new had
availed to influence a single vote in Congress. Congr.-* had
had before it the naked question as a Southern quest-d.as
the question of slavery. The question before them hal been
whether this General Government was or was not call..I upon
to support and strengthen that institution, by giving i -pace
for a gr» ater extension ? Up to that time it had alwa\< lieen
contended by the Houth, and generally admitted by the North,
that the General Government had no jurisdiction as to > .very; |but, as had been well said by another, in their over heated
zeal, the friend* of annexation conceded a principle whrli the
abolitionist* had not l*en slow to take advantage of, v,i. that

j Congress had the right of legislation on a subject wli ch had
hitherto been confined exclusively to the legislative power of
the State*.

Mr. M. said he should not now undertake to disco** the
subject of slavery, either as a christian or an uncutian
institution. He had formed an opinion on that object,
which remained unchanged, in spite of the theologies »rgu-
merit which had been made on thi* floor, and the pt« fs in
it* tavor which had then been adduced from holy writ, and
whi-h, if certain indication* and intimation* were worthy of
confidence, were soon to be repeated again in that H iuse .

but it was of the highest importance to remember, and the tact
ought neve: to be forgotten, that the leading m .e of
those in authority in getting up this war with Mexico "is the
perpetuation of slavery.

However wrong the motive of the war might hav Ven,
there was yet more of crime in the means used in brinrng it
to pass. Whoever wished to read the blackest page in Amer¬
ican history should ferret out the secret intrigues, the b dden
unurknowiedged plana and insidious deceptive efforts, to tuftr
the nation and get it up to the war 'pitch, in order to u«- that
powerful feeling to effect certain predetermined party objects.
He ought to dive into the receaaes of that Machiavelian policy
which held out different bait* to different portions of thi* coun¬
try, that, by combining the action of many discording ele¬
ments and applying it in one direction, annexation mi:ht lie
accomplished in spite of the North. He should watch
and ere how that contemptible faction long continued to
.wing backward and forward between the remonstrances of
cSnsrience and party interest, till they were at last fix«J by
means which proved irresistible. He should take ]mids to
learn what votes had been dictated by craven fear, and what
by damnable corruption.

Uut the conduct of those who bad been the mo*t imscru-
pulona in plotting to cffect annexation waa lea* enormous in
atrocity thnn that of their Northern allies, who hid excused
their votes for annexation under the salvo of the .» YVilmot
proviso," or the '. Urinkerhoff proviso," according to others.
If they chose to go to loggerheads with each other aliout the
name let them do so, and keep at it as long as they liked.
Mr. M. was willing to vote in support of that Wtr. Whe¬
ther it was the Urinkerhoff or the Wilmot proviso, it waa the
boldest ex|ieriment that ever had been tried on lh» credulity
of the American people j but now, that that hum' ^ had ut¬

terly failed to accomplish either of the objects for which it
was gotten up, he should not lie surprised if tho-, who had
U-cii the loudest and moat clamorous in its fator shouli prove
to be the very first to listen to the voice of temptation from
high placea.
He knew that there were some Democrats who hnd voted

for that measure who were men of honor and inie rity, and
had been actuated by an honest regard for the ? >.*1 of the
people ; but others had lieen tempted to concur in t> measure
a* a means of testifying the regret they felt at having voted
for annexation- Hut the great mass were of 11 ,r different
description. Home wcrn actuated by a proj ellin / force oper¬
ating at home j otheri for the sake of disposing of a* obnox¬
ious Wfstem candidate for the Presidency, whoW commit¬
ted himself by a vote in the Henate, while their Northern can¬
didate lay snugly perdu, and escaped the responribMity. If
the asme Western gentleman should lie a candidate, his noisiest
advocates would find.[but what it was they would find the
Iteporter fsiled to hear J In March that proviso hvI Iwen de-
fr.itrd bv five votes, after having lieen previously carried l>y
nine. The Administration succeeded in its defrnt by using
only five votes; had more been necesfary, they could have
had fifty. [Voices,* "That is a fact."] Uut lienune an elec¬
tion was approaching in New Hampshire, and another in Con¬
nect icutj and aomething else was coming on in Maine, a dis¬
pensation was granted for this one time to Northern friends of
the Administration, nnd they were allowed as an act of grace
to vote fur the proviso, for this time.

Mr. M. said he was not very well acquainted with the pre-

sent feelings of Southern gentlemen on the subject of annex¬
ation, but he believed thai they began to discover that it was

not quite that £1 Dorado they had imagined ; that it had in¬
volved us in a war, and had had the effect of exciting among
our people a lust of laud that bad led und was still urging us

on to tbe commission of all soils of crimes. In the North it
had raised a tempest before which the Administration began
to quail f and even some clear-headed men in the South )tbeIf
liegan to doubt the wisdom of the step they had token, and
were fain to be content to veil the effulgence of the " lone
star" by accomplishing a peace with Mexico.
The only remedy for the evils we endured was a just and

honorable peace. But what was an honorable peace ? No
peace could be honorable to us that was not at the earne time
honorable to Mexico. There was no honor for the strongest
party in a contest in bringing it to an end, unless he had re-

gard to the honor of the weaker jiurty also. It was said Mex"-
ico was largely indebted to us, and we must insist upon full
payment of the demand. Was Mexico indebted to us for se¬

cretly fomenting rebellion in one of her provinces > Did she
owe us for our taking forcible possession of territory *he claimed
as hers, and which our own Senate had solemnly voted to l>e
hers ' Did she owo us for slaughtering her unoffending citi-
zens ; for the capture of the Castle of San Juan de Ulua ; for
th« bombardment of Vera Cruz; for tho capture of her an-

cunt capital, oi for the disgrace and dispersion of her Gov¬
ernment ' What, in fact, did she owe ua but the debts due
to our private citizens for depredations committed on their
property ? And who could doubt that these the was williug
and anxious to pay ?

But, on the other hand, *had it never been declared here
that we owed Mexico for the loss of her province of Texas ?
Nay, had no intimation been made to Mexico herself to thV.
eflect ' Who was prepared, who. was able to strike tho bal¬
ance, and to show the amount due from us > Our citizens
claimed some three millions for indemnities ; could any one
show that the compensation we owed Mexico was not twice or

three times three millions }

Gentlemen repudiated all idea of acquisition of territory by
conquest. All they asked was that we should get California
and New Mexico as an indemnity to the United States for the
chaiges of this war. Mr. M. insisted there was no excuse for,
the war on the plea of indemnity. Texas* alone was indem¬
nity enough. That alone was more than enough. A com¬

pulsory treaty to pay us for the war would be dishonorable to

Mexico, and doubly dishonorable to ourselves. And the Pre¬
sident and the Administration were now ready to buy what
before was to have been obtained by conquest.

It ought never to be forgotten that the strength of a nation
was not measured by the strength at her army or navy, or by
the splendor of its Government. A splendid Government was

not the object in the view of our fathers when they framed the
constitution. Would any gentleman maintain that the little
republic of San Marino was less happy than the great States
of Europe, or that the Duchy of Tu»cany was less happily
administered than if it were under the splendid sceptre of
Motternich } Did gentlemen forget that the quiet, unpretend¬
ing Norway was at this day the freest country in Europe } It
was not military strength which enabled a country to resist the
invasion of their liberties. Great fleets and armies, on the
contrary, were themselves means of Executive patronage.
They were a concentrated embodiment ol Executive power,
while the resistance of that power was enfeebled from its be¬
ing scattered. In small republics the distribution of power
among different departments tended to the pitiservation ol lib¬
erty. But in large republics the reverse was true. The States
had no fleets, no regular armies ; and though the militia, even
of one State, might defy the armies of the Fedeial Govern¬
ment to arms, yet those armies might nevertheless enable an

ambitious and unprincipled President to subvert the liberty of
his country. So it had happened in the case of Home : the
legions which had been raised for the protection of the fron¬
tier had fixed a Dictator on the throne. And so it seemed not

impossible it should happen again. What had we lately seen '

The legions of Pennsylvania had voted in Mexico. The bal¬
lot-box was carried with them as a piece of camp furniture,
and a military commander issued his order for the holding of
an election for civil officers
When a'country possessed a genial soil and climate, capa¬

ble of sustaining human life by moderate industry, and of
furnishing the materials of a profitable commerce, and of ^up-
plying its population with ample means of resisting invasion
from without, and when its position as a nation wns recog¬
nised and respected by the family of nations around it, that
nation was in possession of all the conditions of national pros-
perity. To it nothing could be gained by a war for territory.
Now, the United States had reached this point long ago. He
was of opinion that our original limits were amply sufficient
to tecure to us all these-advantages. And he often felt in-
dined to doubt whether it had not been bet'er for us had we

remained to this day within those limits. Our territory was

then equal to the kingdom of most European monarchs; it
was inviolable by any foreign Power; it (supplied us with a

vast and growing commerce : what more did we need ? Mr.
M. would not dispute the wisdom of acquiring Florida and
Eastern Louisiana, because that seemed to lie needful to furnish
a depot for Western commerce ; but he did not see how our

condition could be improved now by any new acquisitions.
He could not perceive how the value of Southern land would
be increased, or the price of Genesee flour raised, by our get¬
ting New Mexico ; or how the merchants of Boston, and New
York, and Philadelphia, and Baltimore, and Charleston would
be enriched by having the seat of the China trade transferred
to the Bay of San Francisco. We surely needed ho more

land than we now had, either for population, commerce, or

defence ; and he was nqt willing to wage a guilty war for the
benefit of posterity.

Mr. M. confessed, moreover, that ha was a good deal skep-
tical as to the very florid descriptions which were given us of
the regions of California ar.d Oregon : but if they were all
that some represented them to be in fertility of soil and natu¬
ral advantages of every kind, they would soon become able to
set up an independent government for themselves. Those
countries were rapidly filling up by a population from the
midst of ourselves; they would naturally sympathize with
our forms of government ; but there could be no common in¬
terest between them and us ; and tbe time must soon come

when the temporary lionds which mighfc upite them to this
republic must lie severed. And was it worth all the blood and
treasure of this war to obtain such an acquisition as that '

But, even should the acquisition of territory be permanent,
where was the proof that it would l>e4>f any advantage to us '

The advantage was not tb lie found in their natural pro¬
ductions : for all admitted that they would not sustain a

dense population : they were adapted only for the residence
of a people in the lowest stage ol civilization, inlhe semi-bar¬
barous or pastoral stage. The population was mixed, hete¬
rogeneous, and different from us in language, laws, religion,
and customs. The experience of years had proved that they
were unable to govern themselves : they were too ignorant to

appreciate tbe value and blessings of free government, or to
sustain it even when it should be set up among them.

But how was thia war lo be cariied on ? Did the Admin-1
nitration really presume that the North would be weak enough
to bear the expenses of a war undertaken and prosecuted ex¬

clusively to promote tbe interests of the South ' The annex¬

ation of Texas, by bringing two new votes into the Senate, had
enabled the South to depreciate the industry of the North, and
deprive it of the national protection ; and now the same poli¬
tical aspirants, after having done this, and plunged the coun-1
try in a war, called upon the North to pay tbe expenses of
tbe whole movement. The Secretary of the Treasury pro-
posed to tax tea and coffee ; others proposed to tax all the ar-

ticles of the free list; others to tax bank stock and gold and
silver vessels. Disguise the scheme as they might, it was all
intended to ahift the burden of this war, undertaken for South¬
ern interests, upon the shoulders of the North. Would South-
ern gentlemen tell him what amount of hank stock was owned
by the three or four millions of our Southern slaves ' What
amount of costly jewelry adorned their persons or their dress
Or what golden goblets or silver plate were usually employed
by them at their meals *

Mr. M. here warned these gentlemen that none of theae
.chimes to tax one part of the country to pay for a war to
benefit the other part of it would ever succeed. Those who
commenced and were desirous of protracting the war ought to
Itear ita burdens, and would have to bear them.
K had been very flatteringly M*d here that the people were

too patriotic to refuse taxation for the' support of the war.

Well, and if they were, were gentlemen here ready to tax
them according to the provision* and original intent of the
constitution.that was, in proportion to representation } If
any Northern man should vote to tax the slaves who were re¬

presented on that floor, what Southern man would vote for
the bill > It had been said by a gentleman here that no direct
taxation would be needed. >lr- M. was not of that opinion.
We never should get at a knowledge of the whole expenses
of this war} but looking at the varioua sourcea of expendi¬
ture while the war continued, and at the long train of claims
that ihould follow it, it would l>e found that the estimate
made by a distinguished gentleman at the other end of the
Capitol was not an extravagant one.
The population of Mexico at thia time was three times in

amount what outs had liecn at the Hevolution ? nor were they
divided as we had lieen by doubts M to the soundness of our

cause ; not a doubt was felt in any breaM, but they were all
united as one man in the defence of their country and their
religion. Now, if flrrat Dritain, after an eight years' con¬

test, -wait content to withdraw her fleets and #rmies, and sa¬

crifice every point for which she had gow' to war with ua, at
what expense should we in the end be willing to withdraw
from Mexico and sign a jieace, giving *11 we were willing to
ark and ahe to give.

Mr. M. said that he had thus briefly aligned some of the
reasorisagainstthe acquisition of new territory ; and he thought
that it was possible, by a union of good men throughout the
country, to avert thia dismemberment of Mexico. Let them
inaiat on a peace that shonld be abort of any dismemberment
of Mexican territory ; let ihem refuse to sustain any longer
a war for conquest ^ and say that they wcw ready to settle
upon the terms offered at the commencement of the struggle.

There was another consideration which ought to have com¬
manding weight with all who loved their country. The mo¬

ment we ehouk! acquire any new territory at the Sonth the
flames of the old Missouri question would break forth anew

and bum more fiercely than before. The ^cry moment such

. treaty came into (be Senate the Northern State* would at
once nay that there must be a restriction against the admission
of slavery. The South would rise up and aay we never will
consent to uiiy such restriction 5 it is an outrage on our rights.
And thus the new provinces would only he a thing to quarrel
over, but never to enjoy.

Mr. M. said he had admired the firmness of Southern gen¬
tlemen on the Oregon question ; that ii flexible firmness saved
us from a war with England, which »iemed otherwise inevi¬
table. It compelled the Administration to settle a very difficult
and embarrassing question in a manuei which was now shown
to l>e wise and satisfactory to all.

It was contended that the passage of the supply bill, In
May, 1846, was a committal of all wht voted for it to the sup¬
port of the war. This, to say the leas-, was not very ingenu¬
ous. The first bill, as reported, conta ned no declaration of
war, nor any assertion that war existed by the act of Mexico;
that declaration was foisted in by an amendment when but
two hours of debate remained, and no Whig was suffered to

get tbe lloor to oppose it; and the bill finally passed under the
previous question.

Nothing at that time was known of ihe victories of Taylor
at Palo Alto or Kesaca ; every body supposed our army to be
in a most perilous predicament, and that if not reinforced, it
must ultimately be cut oil'. War doubtlea* existed ; and it waa
our duty to rescue the little band of brate men who were in
such peril. Could they refuse this, although the preamble
was forced upon them by an indexible majority } Most of
them thought not. They saw the snare which bad been pre¬
pared for them ; they were forced either to seem to sanction
the war or to encounter popular indignation by refusing
supplies i and they resorted to the only mode left them of
foiling the base stratagem of their opponents. Perhaps they
had been in error ; perhaps they should liave known better
the valor of our noble little army ; but, if they erred then,
it would be doubly an error now, after the open avowal
which had been made of the iniquitous object for which the
war was carried on.
There were particular reasons against granting the new re¬

giments asked by the Executive. The report from the War
Department stated that the regiments already in Mexico were

not filled ; the President should first fill these ranks before he
asked for new ones. But the policy was too obvious to be
hid. New regiments opened doors for new patronage.
Loaves and fishes were thus put at the disposal of the Presi¬
dent wherewith to reward partisans. And if these regiments
should be raised, did any one expect that the command of
them would be g^ven to men of military experience ? If you
wanted to know who were to got the epaulets, only look at
the hungry expectants who were flocking up like cormorants
and whooping like empty-bellied wolves at the heels of power.
Ho knew there were some most honorable exceptions; but
look at the mans of them who now elbowed you on the avenues
to the War Office. Whiskered coxcombs.microscopic Or¬
lando*.bustling manakins.fellows whose very eye seemed
to cry out, "Fce-fau-fum, I smell the blood of a Mexican, and
I will have some." [Loud laughter.] Mr. M. was almost
ready to cry with the prince in the play,

" Mine eyes are out,
With the fiorce looks of all these bloody men."

He referred to tho gross injustice that had been done to the
bravest officers of the regular army. Not only had they been
treated with studied neglect, but a strenuous effort was made
to deprive them of the credit they had so dearly earned, and to

ascribe to the mere animal courage of volunteers what was due
to the skill and science of the educated gentlemen of the army.
He did not deny the valor and patriotism of the volunteers.
Americans had often proved their possession of these viitues
on many a hard-fought field, when annexing Mexico was

never heard of. But what excited the loud commendations of
intelligent military men of other nations, was the skilful strat-

egetical movements, the scientific combinations, and judicious
ordering of the field which had guided the valor of the army
to such illustrious victories. This was owing to the military
education enjoyed by the leading officers. But this was de¬
cried : and an effort would, he doubted not, yet be renewed to

prostrate the military school, and make the commands in our

army mere rewards of partisan services ; and the road to mili¬
tary preferment would be found in political subserviency and
a stanch adherence to party mandates.

Mr. M. was referring to the studied absence of all Execu¬
tive commendation of the merits of tho«!e who had effected the
noblest exploits of valor and skill, when his hour expired, and
he resumed his seat.'

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, next obtained the floor. Ho
was not insensible (he said) to the many disadvantages under
which he labored in rising to address the committee after the
very classical and elegant speech of the honorable gentleman
from Vermont who had just preceded him.a s[>eech as beau¬
tiful in thought as it was chaste in its delivery, and as it was

(in his opinion) erroneous in its deductions and improper in
its conclusions. If he had had the opportunity to select the
position in the debate which he should have chosen for him¬
self, he assured the committee that it would not have been to
follow tbe gentleman who had ju»t resume.) his seat. In¬
deed, he had no inclination to participate in this discussion,
except for the purpose of expressing, through the House to
those who might have an interest ii» the opinions which he
and bis constituents entertained, the views which he,held in
regard to the great question under discussion. He desired
that when the account-cuirent of national sentiment in regard
to this war was made up, the opinions which he and his'con¬
stituents entertained might be included.
He agreed with the eloquent gentleman to whom the com-

mitce had just listened, that the annexation of Texas was the
cause of this war. Whoever might doubt or dispute it, be
and his people were prepared to admit so much ) but they
never had admitted, and, without ktronger reasons than had
heretofore been advanced, they never would admit, that it waa
any just cause of war. It was, as the honorable gentleman
from Vermont asserted, no necessnry cnuse of war. And yet,
if we had not had annexation, we should not have had war.

Mexico might have continued to destroy our property, to mur¬

der our people, to insult our flag and violate, as she had vio¬
lated, her treaty stipulations with the United States, and we

might have continued to bear it, as we had borne it in long
years gone by. But annexation brought Mexico in hostile
array upon our aoil, brought her with her armies and her
banners upon 8"il claimed by the |>eople of the United States
as rightfully within our limits, and which, lie thought he should
be able to demonstrate (if the proposition yet needed demon¬
stration) did rightfully belong to this Government.

This was quite a different thing. Mexico upon a foreign
sea might insult our flag ; Mexico in some remote corner of the
universe might murder an American citizen ? Mexico might
violate her treaty stipulations with us ; and such was our love
of peace that wc still would lely on diplomacy to get us out of
the difficulty. But when Mexico came upon our own soil,
and here insulted us and violated our national rights, it pre
sented a very different question.
W hat, then, was the Texas that was annexed to the Uni¬

ted States, and out of which this controversy, said gentlemen.
out of which, he admittod-^-this war had sprung ? It was the
territory, in his opinion, which was acquired by the United
States from France by the treaty of 1803, and which was

ceded away.whether j>ropcrly or improperly he would not

stop to inquire.by the treaty of 1819 to Spain. It was the
territory which the people of Texas uj>on the memorable bat-
tie-field of San Jacinto won, aa we won the soil on which we

now stand, by the sword. It was the Texas from the Sabine
on the east, to the Rio Grande on the west. _

The gentleman from Georgia (Mr. 8tbhi**s) took tbe
other day what he (Mr. B.) conceived to be the true ground
in regard to this question ; that Texan.revolutionary Texas,
if they pleased sa to term it.wan entitled to all the territory
which she conquered by her arms, and over which she ex¬

tended and maintained civil and raditary jurisdiction, whether
it wjs included in the treaty »f 180H or that of 1819. He
agreed that the gentleman had settled the controversy. He
(Mr. B.) was willing to mcethiru on his own ground. Texas
was entitled to all the territory which she conquered by her
arms, over which she extended and maintained civil and mili¬
tary jurisdiction. Now, what territory was that > It waa t&e
territory of Texas to the Rio Grande on the west. When
diil Mexico ever invade Texas except^across that line ? And
when did 1 exas ever cease to as ert her right to territory up
to that line Whenever she pursued the retreating foe, she
pursued them to the Rio Grande. That was her boundary j
and when she crossod that, il the put sued further, it was only
to drive them a little beyond tho line which she claimed.
.
He went on to show that Texas had jurisdiction over the

disputed territory ; that she defined her boundaries ; that she
fixed Ihe metes and bound* of counties within her limits, in¬
cluding that territory in the valley of tbe Rio Grande, from
which she formed a senatorial district, to all of which she had
the same title as to any other part of Tf xss, viz. the right
conferred by a successful revolution.
He then r« viewed ihe circumstances in connexion with an¬

nexation, and quoted the declaration of the Mexican minister
to this Government, that annexation would be equivalent to
a declaration of war. He recited the facts in relation to Mr.
SImMI s mission, ami said that it was a prctence to reject Mr.
Hlidell because he was an envoy and not a commissioner, ar¬

guing (rom Ihe published documents that tho Mexican Gov¬
ernment had expected an envoy to be sent. In support of
this position, he quoted from the correspondence of Mr. Bfack,
our consul, and said it whm brazen impudence to refuse an

envoy, who bad power to all questions in dispute, under
the [iretence that they desired a commissioner with power only
to eetlle one. He then mldr. used himself to the question mi
much discussed, of the march of Gen. Taylor and his army
to the Rio Grande, with instructions to take a position on Ihe
frontier. ' «yl«»r had pitched his tent at Corpus Christi,
and on th*4th of October he made . formal application to the

m « i '"rl'0 '* ."ow®d ." move his position to the
Rio Grande. he reason* for this had been so often stated
on tins floor that ho deemed it unnecessary to repeat them.
I he request of Gen. I avlur was not allowed until tbe 13th
of January afterwards, though made on the 4th of October,
lecause at that that time negotiations were in progresa be-
tween the two Governments. Mr. Slklell, in compliance
with the request of Mexico, had !>een sent to negotiate, and
on the 12th of January his despatch waa received at the
Department informing this Govornment that he had been re¬

jected, and consequently that all negotiation* wpre at an end.

It bad been said here that (Jen. Taylor advanced into Mexican
territory, and therefore collision eti«ut*l. Permit bitn to ex¬
amine the history of that matter. Up to that time Mexico a»-
seited her title to the whole of Texan. never spoke of
one past belonging to Mexico and one part to (he l/oited
State*.
When Gen. Taylor arrived at Point Isabel he was met by

a deputation from Matamoros, and, after his interview with
them, the custom-house waa aet on fire, which induced the
old General to declare he would be trifled with no longer. Ik
had been said that whilst Mr. Slidell was wending his way to
Mexico, General Taylor was ordered to take a position on thai
Hio Grande and menace Matamoros. On that poiut he (Mr.
B.) took issue and referred to the record. Gen. Taylor waa
ordered to do no such thing ; but after he waa allowed to ad¬
vance.after every thing like negotiations had failed.he fol¬
lowed the instructions of his Government to proceed to the
Rio Grande, at which time he was al#o instructed to preserve
pacific relations. But when he was there, as was shown by
his despatches, Mexico threw up breastworks on the other side
of the river, and Gen. Taylor informed his Government what
he loo had done in that respect, adding that the Mexican*
would not fail to understand him. Gen. Taylor had no au-
thoiity from his Government to do this 5 he had no orders to
that effect; but he (Mr. B.) said it emphatically, that Gen.
Taylor did right. Any American General who would htfve
acted differently would have disgraced his country. He un¬
dertook to assert that the guns were planted in the fort thrown
up by our army by nobody's orders but Gen. Taylor. Gen.
Taylor, announcing this to his Government, spoke of it ex-
ultingly. He said Mexico would know what he meant by it.
And where were those guna placed ? Opposite Matamoros.
Not in Tamaulipaa, but in Texas. Gen. Taylor knew the
country on which he had pitched his tent, and he callcd it
Texas. Well, after these circumstances, what was the next
act ? A colonel in the American army, as gallant a man a*
ever lived, was murdered. He was not slain as a soldier
glories in being alain, if slain he must be ; and he was slain
on soil which Gen. Taylor said in his despatch was Texas.
And what was the next thing done ? Capt. Thornton waa
taken by Mexican soldiers, the particulars of which he (Mr.
B.) narrated. But, notwithstanding all these things, they
were told that the war was unnecessarily and unconstitutionally
l>egun by the President of the United States. What had
brought this change o'er the spirit of their dream ? Oh ! a
Presidential election was approaching, and all the old thunder
which their opponents had been accustomed to use was ex¬

hausted. Something new was required. The gentleman
from Massachusetts, (Mr. Ashxvm,) prematurely, some of
his friends doubtless thought, brought in his resolution de¬
claring the war unnecessary and unconstitutional, and they
passed U through, and they could not therefore now return
from that position which they had assumed. That position,
then, they must occupy in the next Presidential contest.

But, again, as to the means to carry on th« war. A pro¬
position had been brought in to levy direct taxes, which was

supported by a most extraordinary argument. Gentlemen
were told it would never do to tax tea and coffee, but they
must have diroct taxes. The slaves of the South must be
taxed. Piteous lamentations were uttered for the condition of
the poor man. No matter if the poor man was bareheuded
and exposed to the inclemency of the seasons.his tea and coffee
must not be taxed. Now, he devoutly and most religiously
believed in the maxim, millions for defence but not a cent for
tribute. He was ready to vote millions for the defence of the
honor and the rights of the country against foreign aggression,
but he never would vote one cent of tribute for the support of
the large manufacturers at the North. He had no sympathy
for afty.man, whether Whig or Democrat, who could notvote
for a tax on tea and coffee, but oould tax leather, iron, and
every other article which the people used, to build up the lordly
manufacturers.
The committee then rose and the House adjourned.

.

TO THE EDITORS.

Washing-tow, Fkuhcabt 10, 1848".
. Gentlemen : In your paper of this.date I am reported as

hying said : " But Gen. Taylor, instead of letting the river
' [the Rio Grande] alone, had ordered its mouth to be block-
' aded, and sent a message to Ampudia, warning him that
4 the Mexican army must either withdraw from the river, or
4 cross it and fight. This is incorrect. Instead of the words
here attributed to me I read an extract from Gen. Taylor's
letter of the 23d of April, 1846, to the Secretary of War, as
follows : "In my last despatch I advised you that, on receipt
4 of Gen. Ampudia's summons to fall back from my.position,
. I ordered a blockade of the mouth of the Kio Grande, deem-
4 ing this a measure perfectly proper under the circurn-
4 stances. * . . I trust that my course in this matter
4 will meet the approval of the Department. It will at any
4 rate compel the Mexicans either to withdraw their army from
4 Matamoros, where it cannot be subsisted, or to assume the
4 offensive on this side of the river."
There are other important errors, inadvertently made, no

doubt, by your usually accurate Reporters, which I will here¬
after correct in writing out what I said at length.

Resi>ectful!y, JAMES H. THOMAS.

NOTE, BY THE EDITORS.
We give place, with cheerfulness, to the preceding note

from one of the Representatives in Congress from the State of
Tennessee ; and should have let it pass without a word, had
it Bimply corrected an error in the report of the honorable
gentleman's speech, without the addition of expressions which
seem to demand from us a few words of explanation in be¬
half of the Reporters.

First. Literal reports of speeches delivered in Congress
are not to be expected, and never have been made in any pub¬
lic body. The echoes, and other interfering sounds in the
Hall of Representatives, preclude the idea of such reports in
that body.

Sscondlt. Full reports of the debates in that bedy must
not be expected, because the capacity of no daily paper pub¬
lished in Washington could contain them. Nor are they at
all necessary for the only purpose for whioh the Publishers
incur the enormous expense of such reports as are made ;
which purpose is not to publish daguerreotype portraits (so to

speak) of each Member's speech, but to inform the readers of
the paper reported for, of the reasons, generally, which are

urged for or against any public measure. For this purpose
it may indeed be asked, and the question would be well put,
why publish more than one speech on each side of any
question ? To which we reply, that it is from habit, rather
than from reason, that we publish as many speeches as we can

on each side (or on all sides.for there are sometimes several
sides) of a question. We are under no obligation of any sort
to do it, and our readers would often be better pleased to see

the space in our columns otherwise occupied. The habit of
which we speak was contracted when this paper was th6 sole
reporter of debates in Congress, and was able to report the
debates at large withies* inconvenience, because they did not
run out to half the length that they now do, in the aggregate,
under the hour-rule.
TmaniT. If the reports were to be both literal and accurate

(of speeches as spoken) they would require frequently
more corrections after their appearance than gentlemen now

find necessary ; for even the most accurate speaker occasion¬
ally uses other words (proper names, dates, and figures espe¬
cially) than he intends, or mispronounces words, or omits some
obvious word or idea, or repeats unconsciously what he had
but just before said. This is a class «f blunder* sometimes
more unlucky than any that reporters usually make, which
the intelligent reporter, knowing what the speaker means,
always take* tmre to correct.

Finally. As it is impossible, in the nature of things,
consistently with dnily reports (from day to dsy).-which are

written out between the hours of five and twelve o'clock in the
evening, and sent to press before the ink is dry.that an

opportunity can be given to each MemberJo revise the report
oi synopsis of his speech on any occasion, much allowance
should bo made for the Reporters, anxious of all things to do
their duty fairly and faithfully, and for tho Publishers who

^

spread their labors before the public.
* By the readers of the reports, also, it should be borne in
mind that the object and aim of reports is an above stated, and
that Members of Congress should not l>e held responsible for
the exact turn of expression in the published report of any
drbate, nor for defect »f (structure or want ofconnexion in the re¬

ported remarks, unless they are understood to have written
them out themselves for publication, or at least revised the
reports.
The note from Mr Tho*a* was received after his speech

(on the other side of this sheet) had passed through the press.

Til* TtHtfUm Wiaxs..8overal unsuccessful efforts
have been made to suspend the wires across the Mississippi at

St. Louis. On Saturday evening week, after the wire had
been brought over, but before it was drawn up, a host Roing
out run across it and brolfe it. They repaired it, and suc¬

ceeded in getting it over, and drawn up so high that the ferry
boat passed under it, but during the night it wa« broken, pro¬
bably by a boat coming into port. Yesterday they made sev¬

eral unsuccessful attempts. At one time they got It over,
when a boat going out bfoke K » they then got it out of the

wateT, but in attempting to draw it tight, broke it. 1 he t.

Louis Republican thinks it quertionnble whether the wire can

be suspended across the river so high as to be out ot danger
from the boats. .

The first cord of the suspension bridge across ths falls .. ,

Niagara was passed over on the 31st ultimo.


